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Answer all questions according to the material presented in the Shedd textbook and according to the guidelines in the Essential Christian Doctrine Course Outline.  
Do not use material from other texts in your answers.  

A. Preface & Editor’s Introduction (11-36)

a. Skip
B. Part 1: Theological Introduction

1. True Method in Theological Science (43-45)

a. Skip
2. Plan, Divisions, and Subdivisions 

a. Descriptions of Topics (46-47)

(1) How is Christian theology distinct from every other type of knowledge?

Answer:  

(2) What is the meaning of the theological term dogma?

Answer:  
b. Biblical, Systematic, and Polemical Theology (47-50)

(1) How does Shedd define and distinguish biblical theology from systematic theology?

Answer:  
(2) Why is Shedd convinced that Systematic Theology should balance and correct Biblical Theology?
Answer:  

(3) What is Polemical Theology (Theologia Polemica)?  Why is it important?

Answer:  
3. Nature and Definition of Theological Science 

a. Definition of Theology (51-53)

(1) What is the relationship between theology and ethics?

Answer:  

b. Whether Theology is a Science (53-57)

(1) How does Shedd define the word “science”?
Answer:  

c. Theology as an Absolute Science (57-69)

(1) How is theology an absolute science in contradistinction to relative sciences?
Answer:  

d. Theology as a Positive Science (69-75)

(1) What is meant by the term “positive science”?

Answer:  

(2) Why does Shedd reject the idea that theology is primarily a science of negations?

Answer:  

C. Part 3:  Theology (The Doctrine of God)

1. Nature and Definition of God
a. God’s Spirituality (153-157)

(1) How is God’s spirituality different from His creatures?

Answer:  

(2) Why is it necessary for there to be some resemblance between an infinite Spirit and a finite spirit?
Answer:  

b. God’s Substantiality (157-169)

(1) Why is the idea that God is a substance or essence an important truth claim to explain and defend?
Answer:  

(2) What does Shedd mean when he states that God is “a most pure spirit without passions”?

Answer:  

(3) How does Shedd explain the doctrine that God has “feelings”?

Answer:  

c. God’s Personality (169-178)

(1) What are the necessary elements of self consciousness?

Answer:  

(2) How do the elements of self consciousness relate to the doctrine of the Trinity?

Answer:  

2. Innate Idea and Knowledge of God

a. Evidence from Scripture for an Innate Knowledge of God (185-188)

(1) What is innate knowledge and why is it important?


Answer:  

b. Arguments from pagan Philosophers for an Innate Knowledge of God (188-191)

(1) Skip
c. Arguments Against and Innate Knowledge of God (191-196)

(1) Skip
d. Monotheism as the Original Form of Man’s Innate Knowledge of God (196-197)

(1) Skip 
e. Inadequacy of Natural Religion (197-199)

(1) Why is natural religion inadequate to meet the needs of fallen man?
Answer:  

(2) How is mercy distinguished from justice in Shedd’s discussion of natural religion?

Answer:  

3. Arguments for the Divine Existence 

a. Uses of Syllogistic Arguments for the Divine Existence (201)

(1) Skip
b. Ontological Argument:  Statement of the Position (201-203)

(1) How does the ontological argument support the existence of God?
Answer:  

c. Ontological Argument:  Examination of Objections (203-212)

(1) Skip
d. Cosmological Argument (212-214)

(1) How does the cosmological argument support the existence of God?
Answer:  
e. Teleological Argument (214-216)

(1) How does the teleological argument support the existence of God?
Answer:  

f. Moral Argument (216)

(1) How does the moral argument support the existence of God?
Answer:  

g. Historical Argument (216)

(1) How does the historical argument support the existence of God?
Answer:  

4. Divine Attributes

a. Methods of Classification (274-276)

(1) What is the difference between a divine attribute and a divine Person?

Answer:  

b. Self-Existence (Aseity) (276)

(1) What is the Divine Attribute of Aseity and why is it important?

Answer:  

c. Simplicity (276-277)

(1) What is Divine Simplicity and why is it important?

Answer:  

d. Infinity (277)

(1) What is infinity and why is it important?

Answer:  

e. Immensity and Omnipresence (277-279)

(1) What are the concepts of immensity and omnipresence and why are they important?

Answer:  

f. Eternity (279-284)

(1) How does Shedd explain the relationship of divine eternity and time?

Answer:  

(2) How is divine eternity related to omniscience?

Answer:  

(3) How is divine eternity related to omnipotence?

Answer:  

g. Immutability (284-285)

(1) How can God “repent” if God is immutable?

Answer:  

h. Omniscience (286-288)

(1) How is the knowledge of God distinct from the wisdom of God?

Answer:  

i. Omnipotence (288-290)

(1) How is divine omnipotence limited?

Answer:  

(2) How would one respond to the charge that the concept of limited omnipotence is a self-contradictory idea?

Answer:  

j. Holiness (Including Justice) (290-304)

(1) Why does the concept of retributive justice hold a prominent place in Christian theology?

Answer:  

(2) Why is retributive justice necessary if there is a transgression of the moral law?

Answer:  

(3) How does one’s concept of divine omnipotence relate to the question of the absolute or relative necessity of retributive justice?

Answer:  

k. Goodness (Including Benevolence and Mercy) (304-308)

(1) How is the benevolence of God proportioned and limited?

Answer:  

l. Truth (308)

(1) What is “Truth” as a divine attribute?
Answer:  
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