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Answer all questions according to the material presented in the Shedd text.  
Do not use material from other texts in your answers.  

A. Part 3:  Theology (The Doctrine of God)
1. Skip Pages 153-218

2. Trinity in Unity

a. Preliminary Considerations (219-220)

(1) Skip 

b. Divine Unity and Trinality: An Overview (219-224)

(1) Summarize this section of Shedd.
Answer:  
c. Scriptural Evidence for the Doctrine of the Trinity (224-229)

(1) Which Old Testament passage best demonstrates the doctrine of the Trinity?  Why?

Answer:  

d. Proper Use of Trinitarian Terminology (229-230)

(1) Summarize Shedd’s discussion.

Answer:  

e. God is One in Respect to Essence (230-233)

(1) How does the idea of the opera ad intra relate to the concept of a Divine Person?

Answer:  

f. God is Three in Respect to Persons (233-240)

(1) Regarding the eternal distinction of the Divine Persons, explain what Shedd means when he states the “hypostatic character is incommunicable.”

Answer:  

(2) How is a Divine Person different from a human person?

Answer:  

g. Characteristics of Trinitarian Persons:  Internal and External (241-253)

(1) Briefly state the doctrine of “eternal generation” and how this idea relates to the Personhood of the Son.

Answer:  

(2) Briefly state the doctrine of “spiration” and how this relates to the Personhood of the Holy Spirit.

Answer:  

(3) How is the Trinitarian idea of the subordination of Persons distinguished from the Arian and Semi-Arian idea of subordination?

Answer:  

h. Deity of God the Father (253-257)

(1) How is the “hypostatic or Trinitarian paternity of God the Father” distinguished from “the providential paternity of God the Trinity”?

Answer:  

i. Deity of God the Son (257-267)

(1) Of all the arguments Shedd offers, which single argument is the most compelling or convincing argument for the Deity of the Son?  Why?

Answer:  SKIP THIS QUESTION
j. Deity of God the Holy Spirit (268-271)

(1) Of all the arguments Shedd offers, which single argument is the most compelling or convincing argument for the Deity of the Holy Spirit?  Why?

Answer:  SKIP THIS QUESTION
3. The Divine Decrees

a. Preliminary Considerations (311-314)

(1) How does the divine decree relate to the attributes of God?
Answer:  

(2) Is the divine decree a necessary condition of divine foreknowledge?  Do you agree with Shedd’s analysis?  Why or why not?  
Answer:  

b. Characteristics of the Divine Decree (314-318)

(1) What are the four characteristics of the divine decree?  

Answer:  

(2) How does Shedd reconcile the alleged contradiction between the divine decree and human freedom?
Answer:  

c. Efficacious and Permissive Decrees (318-322)

(1) What is the distinction between the efficacious and permissive aspects of the decree?
Answer:  

(2) How does this distinction help us understand the role of sin in the decree of God?
Answer:  

d. Fate, Certainty, Compulsion, and Necessity (322-324)

(1) How is the biblical concept of the decree different from the Non-Christian concept of Fate?  

Answer:  

e. Predestination (324-326)

(1) Skip 
f. Election (326-333)

(1) Skip 
g. Reprobation (333-344)

(1) Skip 
h. Arminian and Calvinistic Systems Compared (344-345)

(1) Summarize this section of Shedd.

Answer:  
i. Objections to Election and Reprobation Answered (346-349)

(1) Skip 
j. Decree of Election and Decree of Redemption (349-351)

(1) Skip 
k. Teaching and Preaching the Doctrines of Election and Reprobation (351-352)

(1) Summarize Shedd’s advice regarding teaching the doctrines of election and reprobation.  

Answer:  

4. Creation

a. Creation Ex Nihilo (366-371)

(1) Why is the phrase “ex nihilo” used to explain the biblical idea of creation?
Answer:  

(2) How does the maxim “nothing comes from nothing” relate to the doctrine of creation ex nihilo?
Answer:  

b. Creation Account in Genesis (371-374)

(1) Summarize this section of Shedd.

Answer:  
c. Harmony of the Biblical Creation Account with Physical Sciences (374-379)

(1) Skip 
d. Eternity of Matter vs. Creation Ex Nihilo (380-387)

(1) What is the single strongest (i.e., most persuasive) argument against the eternality of matter?  Why?
Answer:  

(2) What is the single weakest (i.e., least persuasive) argument against the eternality of matter?  Why?
Answer:  

e. Theory of Evolution vs. Creation Ex Nihilo (387-396)

(1) Skip 
f. Antiquity of Man (396-402)

(1) Skip 
5. Providence

a. Chapter (412-415)

(1) Why does Shedd reject the notion that created things can be self-sustaining?  Do you agree with Shedd’s analysis?  Why or why not?

Answer:  

(2) What distinguishes the biblical view of providence from the deistic view and the pantheistic view?
Answer:  

(3) What is “preservation” as a function of divine providence?

Answer:  

(4) How does Shedd use the relation of the human soul and the human body to illustrate divine providence?

Answer:  

(5) What is “government” as a function of divine providence?

Answer:  

(6) Does God govern the physical world differently from the way He governs the mental world? 
Answer:  

6. Miracles

a. Chapter (416-423)

(1) What is a miracle?  Why does God perform miracles?
Answer:  

(2) What is the single best argument given to refute those who reject the idea of miracles?
Answer:  

B. Part 4:  Anthropology

1. Man’s Creation

a. Preliminary Considerations (429-430)

(1) What distinguishes human beings from angels?

Answer:  

(2) What distinguishes human beings from the lower, non-human animals?
Answer:  

b. Theories of the Mode of Man’s Creation (430-434)

(1) Skip this section
c. General Approaches to the Doctrine of Original Sin (434-438)

(1) Of the approaches to doctrine of original sin, which one is the best?  Why?
Answer:  

d. Scriptural Support for Traducianism (438-444)

(1) What is the single strongest Scriptural argument for Traducianism?  Why?
Answer:  

e. Theological Arguments for Traducianism (444-464)

(1) What is the single strongest theological argument for Traducianism?  Why?
Answer:  

f. Physiological Arguments for Traducianism (465-472)

(1) What is the single strongest physiological argument for Traducianism?  Why?
Answer:  

g. Traducianism as Both Mysterious and Reasonable (472-475)

(1) Skip this section
h. Answers to the Principal Objections Against Traducianism (475-482)

(1) Skip this section
2. Man’s Primitive State

a. Preliminary Considerations (494-495)

(1) What is “concreated holiness”?
Answer:  

(2) How does the idea of “concreated holiness” relate to Augustinianism, Pelagianism, and Semi-Pelagianism?
Answer:  

b. Two Phases of Holiness:  Knowledge and Inclination (495-496)

(1) How does knowledge relate to holiness and sin?
Answer:  

(2) How does inclination relate to holiness and sin?

Answer:  

c. Proof that Man Was Created Holy (496-498)

(1) Skip this section
d. Voluntariness as Self-Determination (498-502)

(1) How does Shedd define freedom of the will?
Answer:  

(2) What is the best argument Shedd offers to support the idea that self-determination or inclination is compatible with inability to do the contrary.  Why?
Answer:  

(3) How does the idea of “self determination” relate to Augustinian and Pelagian theories of moral freedom?
Answer:  

e. Refutation of the Theory that Freedom Consists in Indetermination or Indifference (502-505)

(1) What is the strongest argument (i.e., most persuasive) against the idea that freedom consists in indetermination or indifference?

Answer:  

(2) What is the weakest argument (i.e., least persuasive) against the idea that freedom consists in indetermination or indifference?

Answer:  

3. Human Will

a. Definition of the Will (509-514)
(1) What is human “understanding” as a faculty of the soul?  How is it affected by the Fall of man?

Answer:  

(2) What is the “will” as a faculty of the soul?  Generally, what are the objects of the will?

Answer:  

(3) Regarding the issue of mutability, how does the will differ from understanding?

Answer:  

b. Objections to the More Recent Psychology (514-516)
(1) Skip this section
c. Scriptural Passages and Terms Defining the Will (516-518)
(1) Summarize this section of Shedd.
Answer:  
d. Inclination vs. Volition (518-527)
(1) What is “inclination”?

Answer:  

(2) What is “volition” as distinct from “inclination”?

Answer:  

(3) How do the concepts of inclination and volition relate to the issues of sin and grace?

Answer:  

4. Man’s Probation and Apostasy

a. Adam and Eve as Mutably Holy by Creation (535-537)
(1) How does the state of holiness of Adam before the Fall differ from the state of holiness of those in heaven?

Answer:  

b. Covenant of Works (537-538)
(1) Skip this section
c. Nature of the First Sin (538-540)
(1) How was the first sin different from all other kinds of sin?

Answer:  

d. Death as the Consequence of the First Sin (540-542)
(1) What is Shedd’s strongest argument that Adam was immortal before the Fall?

Answer:  

e. Cause of the First Sin (542-546)
(1) How does deception relate to the issue of the cause of sin?

Answer:  

5. Original Sin

a. Preliminary Considerations (550)
(1) Skip this section
b. Adam’s Sin as Twofold:  Internal and External (550-557)
(1) What are the internal and external parts of the first sin?  How is this distinction helpful for understanding sin?

Answer:  

(2) How are the terms “voluntary” and “volitionary” distinguished with regard to the internal part of Adam’s first sin?

Answer:  

(3) What is “concupiscence”? How is concupiscence different from “natural” created appetites or desires?

Answer:  

c. Imputation of Adamic Guilt (557-564)
(1) Regarding the imputation of sin, why is the concept of the indivisibility of guilt or merit important?

Answer:  

(2) Why is the concept of “union” important for understanding and justifying the doctrine of imputation?

Answer:  

d. Original Sin as a Corruption of Nature (564-568)
(1) Why does Shedd believe the theory of mediate imputation is illogical?  Do you agree with his analysis?

Answer:  

(2) How does original sin affect our understanding?

Answer:  

e. Corruption of Nature as Guilt (568-570)
(1) What is the strongest argument Shedd offers to support the idea that corruption of nature is guilt?

Answer:  

(2) What is the weakest argument Shedd offers to support the idea that corruption of nature is guilt?

Answer:  

f. Original Sin as Voluntary Inclination (570-577)
(1) Summarize this section of Shedd.
Answer:  
g. Original Sin and Moral Inability (577-592)
(1) What is meant by the term “moral inability”?  

Answer:  

(2) How does Shedd distinguish the concepts of “ability” and “capability”?

Answer:  

(3) How do the concepts of “moral necessity” and “habitus” relate to the issue of moral inability?

Answer:  

(4) Regarding the grounds of moral inability, which of the grounds is the most convincing?  Why

Answer:  

h. Moral Inability and Moral Obligation (592-602)
(1) What is the strongest argument Shedd offers to demonstrate that moral inability and moral obligation are coherent and compatible ideas?

Answer:  

(2) What is the weakest argument Shedd offers to demonstrate that moral inability and moral obligation are coherent and compatible ideas?

Answer:  
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